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delicate side of his nature. It came occasionally to
the surface, however, all through his life, and several
instances have been put on record which show that
he possessed those powers which are usually called
" travelling clairvoyance/5 where the soul appears to
leave the body, to acquire information at a distance,
and to return with news of what is occurring else-
where. It is a not uncommon attribute of mediums,
and can be matched by a thousand examples among
Spiritualistic sensitives, but it is rare in people of
intellect, and rare also when accompanied by an
apparently normal state of the body while the pheno-
menon is proceeding. Thus, in the oft-quoted
example of Gothenburg, where the seer observed and
reported on a fire in Stockholm, 300 miles away, with
perfect accuracy, he was at a dinner-party with six-
teen guests, who made valuable witnesses. The story
was investigated by no less a person than the philo-
sopher Kant, who was a contemporary.

These occasional incidents were, however, merely
the signs of latent powers which came to full fruition
quite suddenly in London in April of the year 1744.
It may be remarked that though the seer was of a
good Swedish family and was elevated to the Swedish
nobility, it was none the less in London that his chief
books were published, that his illumination was begun
and finally that he died and was buried. From the
day of his first vision he continued until his death,
twenty-seven years later, to be in constant touch with
the other world. " The same night the world of
spirits, hell and heaven, were convincingly opened to
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